Introduction
Bithyniids are small to medium-sized operculate freshwater gastropods previously thought to be poorly represented in Australia, with only one valid species listed by Smith (1992) . Members of the family are found throughout Eurasia, Africa and Indo-Malaya but are absent in the Americas (apart from an introduced species in North America). They reach their greatest diversity in SE Asia, including India, and Africa but are absent from Tasmania and some Gondwanan fragments (New Zealand, New Caledonia, South America and Madagascar) (B|n|rescu, 1990) . McMichael (1967: 133) noted that "practically nothing is known of the biology of Australian hydrobiids and bithyniids". While our understanding of Australian hydrobiids has improved considerably over the last decade (see Ponder and Colgan, 2002 for summary) virtually nothing has been added to our knowledge of bithyniids. In Australia, members of the family are found mainly in the inland, the east coast, and the northern coastal drainages where they are typically living in temporary ponds, billabongs, swamps and sluggish streams.
